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medmg dlrt road in Roan nghlands bothers lovers of scenery

- By MONTE PBASGALL -
.o -dreth Wellee - .

A zigrag dirt read has be:cn
bulldozed through an unspoiled
secticn of the scenic Roan Moun-
tain rdge system in Miichell
Cuunty, including some property
the federal government is tryin
to acquire as a bulfer strip for

hivers on the Appatachtan Trail, .-

' SCEr it an
otherwise pristine landscepe that
thousands of pecnle enjoy each
year,” eald Willtam deHoys, di-
vector of the Chapel Hiii-basod
N.C. Nalure Conservancy, a con-
scrvetionist organization that
owns [and in the Raan Highlands,

DeBuys also warred of potential
ercsion problems aod cmrrun—
mental damage,

The affecicd area has “some of
-the best and most spectacular
mountain views i the whele
eastern United States,” said Roen-
ald J. Tipton, Southeust regional
direetor of the Wilderness Society.

"You can almest call it the
Jewel in the crown, right in (3
center of incredibly keautiful
Roan Highlaads compiex,” Tipton
£aid last weels from his office in
Allaota,

The Raan Mmmtain Highlands
ridge traverses the North Caroli-
na and Tepressee border. The
highiands, which jut higher than
6,000 feet in places, are nationally

“it's a really vely

" kuonwn forlthen' n.ntu.rally accur-
ring rhododendron and their se.
ries of treeless baids that support

. colonies ofirare plants, - -

The opew road, a series of
switchbacks discovered within re-

-¢vnt weeks, meanders from N.C.

261 to within sboot 300 feet of
Grassy Ridge Lald, a 6,200-food
peak that Is about one-half mile
from the Appalachian Trail, ac-
cording to' oificials at the US
Farest Service's North Carolina
headqoarters in Ashevilie.

© Consesvotlonists and forestry
officlals said the road could ke
geen clearly from the troil. Tt is
what we have been workng for so
meny years to ity o prevead,”
said Carol T. Colfey, a dm:lm in
Knoxville, Tenn., who is“a mem-
ber of the Scuthern Appalachian
Highlands Conservancy.

Since the early 1870s, Coffey's
group has been he]pmg federal
and stale governniests to acquire
Pwuntain land so it wom't be
developed. Coffey said bis argani-
zztion was kalfway to its goal of
tying up about 22,000 acres,

Stanley A, Murray of Kingsport,
Tern., president of the Highiands

. (A.r.scrvar.cy, raid the groop nego-

tated uonsaceessfully with the
awners for gome of the land on
witlch the road was built. The
conservancy theo backed off when

-~

‘negodabtms

* “T'his area never hdd.a road to
it as far as we konow. There is no
trace of any rvad np there™
Muorray seid. "It is an area that's

+ extremely scenic. A lot of people

tho Faorest Service itself began

figured it was protecied by the
government al these years."

The land has been owped since
the 18th ceatury by a [amily
named Peake whose members
liva in various states,

Dean R. Peake, a Spruce Pihe
dentist, said his family budl the
mad of Jts property to obtain
seedlings from a strand of fraser
firs -~ @ popular Christnas tree.

No on2 questioned the Peake
family’s right to build the road on
their property, But its presence
has raised the stakes in the U.S.
Farest ‘Service c¢fiorts to acquire

54 acres of Penke land as an

-Appalachian Trail cortidor.

George A, Olson, the superin-
tendent of national forosts for
North Carvlina, sakd he and other

. forest service officials imsuecesa-

folly tried a focgal tactle that

- would have transferred the 33
“.peres ta federal owmership before
..the Peakes were paid for it.

The attempt to obtain a “decia.
ration of taking'' was b!ocked

‘Olson sald last week, by kigher

ups la the LL.S. Depanment ot
Agriculture, the forest service's
parent agendy.

Instead, the forest service %ued
the Peakes in federal court lo
condermn the land, a more conven-
tional aclisn, The Peakes have
contesied that move and askeﬂ for

a jury trial.

Those actions keep the 54 acres
in the family's hands ontl the

" ease Is heard. But, in e wake of

tite road construction, Olsen said

_he might try again for a declara-

tion of taking.
Olsan 5aid he was dsr; re-evale.

.atim; whether 34 acres of Peake

land was really enouzh proteciion
for the trail. The family owns
about 200 acres on the mountain.
“We are re-waluating as to
what we believe 8 hundmally
PeCCEsary,"” Olson =aid, "We rec-
ognize the beculy of that particu-

lar piece of Rean Mountain as.

related to the experiences of the
peaple wha use the teail, -

“We also recognize the sensitiv-
Ity of the fragile nature of the
flura up there, the sensitivity of

the high-etevation bald."

The Peake family, Peake sa:d.‘
is resisting condemmliou because
the government's price for tbe
land, $1,200 per acre, is too fow, ...

He said developets had offered
mare {or the Peakes” Highland«
halding, which bad been in the.
lmmly sinee 1836, “We never gave.
in to these peaple,” he said of the
develepers. But he s3id he thought :
the 54 acres was worth more than
$1 million. : e

Peake also said hikers hed v
burred the family’s fences, putied»
up rodadendrons and rare qullvs o
and cut off an older road ihe:
family used to reach a cattle berd. *

“1 know how these people feel
who hike on treils. I hike too” -
said Peake. “(But) we want av |
ervbody to De (air with us." '3
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